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20 May 2005

Cathedral looks forward to Inspiring the community

On Saturday Truro Cathedral launched a new ‘Inspire’ brand, which will reflect its very much more proactive and radical approach to social issues and community involvement in the next few years. 

The Cathedral’s 125th anniversary celebrated over the last weekend was a time of looking back to the past, of celebrating a moment in time when something special was begun. The laying of the Cathedral foundation stones on 20th May 1880 was an important and significant moment for the people of Cornwall. No longer was their bishop, the Bishop of Exeter and no longer was their cathedral situated 100 miles away in the heart of Devon. On that momentous date something changed and changed forever. Looking back Canon Perran Gay Acting Dean says, “We actually have two ‘foundation stones’. One marks the commencement of the work to build Pearson’s Victorian Gothic masterpiece and is outside at the North East corner, where the building really began. The second is a symbolic stone at the base of a pillar inside the building in the South Aisle of the Nave.”

When work commenced in 1880 it was by no means certain that Cornwall would be able to raise the necessary funds to complete construction. Canon Perran Gay continues, “That second stone marked a statement of intent, a leap of faith, and provided a rallying point for the community. It wasn’t until seven years later, that the Cathedral was consecrated and the building could actually be used.”

However anniversaries are not just about the past, they are also an opportunity of taking stock of looking to see how far things have come and indeed of looking to the future and setting new goals and priorities.

Canon Perran Gay looks forward, “In 2005 we will be looking back at that achievement and celebrating a building that is certainly one of the icons of Cornwall. We will also be looking forward to what is needed today and in the future. We will continue to adapt our plans to ensure that we are fulfilling our role.”

Richard Glover, Chief Executive at the Cathedral says, “As we celebrate the 125th anniversary of the laying of the foundation stones and look forward to 2012 when we celebrate the 125th anniversary of the consecration of Truro we can see the parallels between now and then. It would have been a time of great excitement and anticipation, tempered with a recognition of the daunting task ahead over the coming years. It would have been a time of hard work and occasional frustration, motivated by the knowledge that the end result would be worthwhile.”

The Cathedral is marking the beginning of this period of revitalization and engagement by launching a new brand called ‘Inspire’. Colin Reid, Communications Officer explains, “In a sense everything we already do in the provision of worship and music, seeks to inspire. In developing our relationship with the wider community through partnership projects and opening up the Cathedral Quarter we are similarly seeking to inspire people all around the county. We will use the brand over the next 7 years to underpin all that we think and do. It encapsulates the many tasks that face us as we celebrate our past and shape our future.”
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