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1 July 2005

Cathedral seeks ‘Challenging Artist’.

This week Truro Cathedral begins the search for an artist-in-residence, building on the success of a similar scheme in 2002. However anyone thinking that this will lead to traditional images of the building will be disappointed. 

Canon Roger Bush is managing the project and is hoping for a critical discussion about the role of the Cathedral in the community. “The aim of the residency is to provide a personal and professional development opportunity for an artist”, he explains, “but we do not see this as simply an opportunity to reinforce a romantic notion of the cloistered life of a Cathedral. We have spent a lot of time asking what our cathedral is for and we hope that an artist will come here with a critical eye too”.

The residency is open to visual arts and crafts practitioners or writers. It comes with a fee of £5,000 with a further budget available for expenses. The Cathedral is working with the Arts Council for England South West, Cornwall County Council and University College Falmouth on the scheme, which is partly sponsored by Ecclesiastical Insurance.

The Cathedral authorities are keen to see art that will generate a discussion. “An important part of our role here is to provoke debate”, says Canon Bush.  “A big motivation for our involvement in this residency is to introduce new audiences to contemporary art by giving both visitors and staff the opportunity to engage with a practising artist and learn something of their creative process”. 

An end of project exhibition in the Cathedral will be offered with the option of a tour being arranged to venues within the Diocese of Truro. Other recent exhibitions at the Cathedral have included work by the sculptor Tim Shaw and the painter Louise McClary.
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For details of how to apply download our information pack from www.trurocathedral.org.uk or email Pamela Miller at the Cathedral Office (pamela@trurocathedral.org.uk) or telephone her on 01872 276782.
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