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25 October 2005

Truro’s Christmas Gift to the World

On Christmas Eve millions will be turning on their radios or television sets, not only in the UK, but all over the world, to listen to the annual ‘Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols’ from King’s College, Cambridge. 

Only a handful, however, will realise that it all first began here 125 years ago in Truro when Edward White Benson, the first Bishop of Truro, created the tradition of this popular service of nine biblical extracts and suitable Christmas music which Benson called a ‘Festal Service for Christmas Eve’.

In 1880 when the first service took place the present cathedral had not been built – in fact, the two foundation stones had just been laid by the Prince of Wales only a few months earlier – and all services were held in the temporary wooden cathedral.

[A.C. Benson writes in the Life of his father : ‘My father arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas Eve – nine carols and nine tiny lessons, which were read by various officers of the church. beginning with a chorister and ending, through the different grades, with the bishop.’]

In 2005, the 125th anniversary, we shall be celebrating the Nine Lessons and Carols –twice! – on Christmas Eve and the previous evening, 23rd December as we have done for the last three years to avoid having to turn people away, as happened in 2001 with 1400 already in the building! 

For many, not only in Truro but across Cornwall, this marks the real start to Christmas. Both services begin at 7 pm, with doors open at 6pm, and of course all will receive a warm and friendly Cornish welcome.

For further details Contact: 

· Colin Reid, Communications Officer, Truro Cathedral, 01872 245007 or 01872 276782  colin@trurocathedral.org.uk
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