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09 October 2007

Cathedral at centre of £2million government initiative
 

Truro Cathedral's pioneering work encouraging singing in Cornwall's primary schools has paid off. The DCSF (formerly the DfES) has followed the cathedral's outreach scheme with great interest and, on the basis of its success, has made nearly £2 million available for up to 35 cathedrals and other music foundations to run similar schemes. 
 

Christopher Gray, the Cathedral's Assistant Director of Music, said "The project began as a collaboration between the Cathedral, Cornwall Music Service and Polwhele House School, where the Cathedral's boy choristers are educated. Our aim was to use the Cathedral's rich musical resources in imaginative ways to encourage singing amongst Cornwall's six to 13-year-olds. The 18 boys of the Cathedral Choir are acknowledged as amongst the very best trebles in the country and we were keen to take their quite specialist skills into the wider community. Children involved in the scheme have the opportunity to sing in the Cathedral's magnificent acoustic and work with our professional musicians. The choristers have visited over 60 schools since the scheme began in Januray 2001 and over 5000 people have attended the 20 concerts we have had so far."
 

Richard White, the Director of Development for the Choir Schools' Association which has been asked to administer the new funding, said "Many primary schools are not able to attract or afford specialist music staff and singing is much less common than it used to be. We are delighted that Truro has taken the lead with this innovative scheme which, for many children, provides their only opportunity to sing."
 

As part of the scheme the Cathedral supports Cornwall Junior Choir, aimed at six to 13-year-olds. Membership of the choir is free and its 50 or so children rehearse at the Cathedral on Saturday mornings during term time. The choir has performed all over the County, including the Isles of Scilly, Tate St Ives, Eden and numerous other venues. It welcomes new members particularly at this time of year and more details can be found at cornwalljuniorchoir.org.uk. 
 

 

 

 ENDS

 

 NOTES:

Cornwall Junior Choir was recently awarded the Treverva Shield for 'encouraging music making with young people' by the Cornish Gorsedd. 
 

 
For further details Contact: 

 Christopher Gray, Cornwall Junior Choir Conductor, 01872 276782, chris@trurocathedral.org.uk 

Colin Reid, Communications Officer, Truro Cathedral, 01872 245007 or 01872 276782

colin@trurocathedral.org.uk 
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