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15 Aug 2004

The Balloon Goes up at Truro Cathedral
Mini-airship technology to help save Cathedral window.
There will be a very unusual sight to be seen at Truro Cathedral on Monday 23rd August 2004. On that day a helium filled mini-airship will be launched and will fly around inside the Cathedral.

It will be launched 9.30 / 10am and will spend most of the day hovering at about 60 ft above the Cathedral floor. Slung underneath the airship will be a digital camera. It is this camera that will collect images of the famous South Transept Rose window and its surrounding stonework to ascertain what, if any, repair work needs to be undertaken. This follows the recent fall of some  stonework around the window.

This revolutionary technology could save the Cathedral thousands of pounds, by making the need for inspection, using expensive scaffolding, redundant.

Hundreds of detailed images can be taken to see exactly what work needs to be done; this kind of examination can be performed at a fraction of the normal cost and disruption to the Cathedral.

Six small electric motors will control the airship’s movements, allowing it to move very precisely in any direction. Wires running from the airship to the ground allow the height of the Airship to be varied.

Continued……..

NOTES TO EDITORS

This event in the Cathedral will be highly novel and unusual and follows work done to record the state of the windows at York Minister, the only other Cathedral to have used this innovative technology. Probably the best time for camera crews is between 1030am and 11am when the balloon will be inspecting stonework on the South Transept Rose window. Please confirm by 4pm Friday 20 August whether or not a cameraman will be coming to this event 

The following will be available for interview:

· Richard Glover, Chief Executive 

· Dean Michael Moxon 

· Dan Huke who owns and runs the Airship 

· Margaret Davies the Cathedral Architect 

For further details Contact: 

Colin Reid, Communications Officer, Truro Cathedral, 01872 276782

colin@trurocathedral.org.uk
ENDS
Thursday, 19 Aug 2004
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