ARTIST IN RESIDENCE APPOINTED

We are very pleased to announce that we have an Artist-in-Residence. The applications, sent out in July, garnered over 130 applicants, and short-listing at the beginning of September proved to be an arduous and time-consuming experience. We gradually whittled the list down to six, who were interviewed at the end of the month.

There was a huge contrast in the applications and in the ideas suggested by the candidates. In many respects it was a great privilege to hear so many interesting and imaginative suggestions at the interviews. One overriding consideration, however, was how the applicant had tailored his or her suggestion to the proposal that we were presenting. In this we specifically requested an engagement with what the Cathedral stood for, how it was seen by others, and to see how effective it was in presenting its core principles. It was not simply offered as a beautiful building in which to do some great work of art. It was the candidate who best addressed those issues, as well as being an artist in her own right, who was eventually chosen.

Two candidates, approaching the subject from different directions, wanted to explore memories of the Cathedral, how the building as a symbol of the community, had played a part in the lives of thousands of people in the past. Whilst this was intriguing it was felt that, according to the original proposal, we wanted to be more forward looking than this. Another proposal was to look at the life of the Cathedral in all its forms, and to create a work of art that reflected this. This on paper was very exciting, and was one of the few suggestions that looked at the ritual life of the Cathedral – how religion and life are intertwined in so many ways. But it was felt with this that the proposed work was not sufficiently thought through to gain top spot. In the end we opted for an artist that best answered our proposal, someone who could see the Cathedral as speaking to the community, whilst being keen to involve as many people as possible in her work.

This is Victoria Field, a published poet who has been living and working in Cornwall for many years now. She is not only a poet who expresses her own feelings in verse, but has done a considerable amount in working with others, as individuals and in groups, to express their own poetic feelings and thoughts. We feel she would be excellent in involving others in her residency, which will last from this month to around September next year. We welcome Victoria among us, and hope that she finds this time professionally fulfilling and enjoyable.

