FROM THE BISHOP OF ST GERMANS

On Tuesday 14th September the following press release was made:

RETIREMENT OF THE DEAN OF TRURO

The Dean of Truro, the Very Revd Michael Moxon, has decided that he wishes to take early retirement, and he has written to the Prime Minister tendering his resignation from the Deanery of Truro. 

Michael Moxon has been Dean of Truro since 1998;  in the past six and half years he has seen many changes which have resulted in the Cathedral taking an ever-increasing part in the life of the City, the county and the diocese, but he is nearly 63, and he says that  he  feels that the time is now right to make way for a younger person. 

The Bishop of Truro, the Rt Revd Bill Ind, said today “Michael Moxon’s contribution to the Church, over the past 34 years, in a succession of posts, has been considerable, and he has helped to make the Cathedral more ‘user-friendly’ during his time here, and has overseen considerable changes.  His many friends in city, county and diocese will wish him well in his retirement.”

The formal process of consultations which leads to the appointment of a new Dean will begin shortly, but an announcement is unlikely before the spring of next year. In the meantime, following consultation with the Chapter, the Bishop has asked the Bishop of St Germans, the Rt Revd Roy Screech to provide spiritual and administrative guidance and direction for the Cathedral community.

Since that announcement was made Michael Moxon has written as follows:

“I know that all of you were greatly surprised by my sudden decision to take early retirement.  I am grateful for this opportunity to tell you that for some time I have been feeling the pressures of life and work and on my doctor’s advice am currently on sick leave.  It seems to me only right not to hinder the work of the Cathedral at this time of great change, and this has led to my decision to retire without any fuss, or formal farewell.  I ask you to remember Sarah and me as we now take stock of our lives and make important decisions for the future.

I am deeply grateful for all the help and support which I have been given during my time as Dean.  The Cathedral and its community will always be close to my heart and I hope you will all continue your support for the Chapter and the Chief Executive so that the good work that has begun will continue.”

I am currently trying to spend some time each day in the Cathedral and Cathedral Office and am generally available after morning or evening prayer, or by appointment through the office.  I hope you will join me in remembering Michael and Sarah in your prayers.  Although he does not want a formal farewell there will be many who will want to contribute towards a gift to mark Michael’s time as Dean.  Cheques payable to “Truro Cathedral (Michael Moxon)“ may be addressed to me at the Cathedral Office.  

With all good wishes

+Roy

