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25 May 2007

Four new bells to be added to Cathedral belfry

The Chapter of Truro Cathedral has received a very generous offer to pay for four new bells to add to the existing ring of ten. The additional bells will be added in time to mark the centenary of the completion of the Cathedral and the dedication of the bells in 2010. This will give the Cathedral a ring of twelve bells, the optimum number for change ringing, as well as two lighter bells which will provide an easy ring of ten if for any reason all twelve bells cannot be rung.

The generous offer has come from the Cathedral bell ringers themselves who will raise the necessary funds between now and the centenary in June 2010. As well as providing the new bells the funds will also be used to overhaul the existing bells and their fittings.

Robert Perry, Master of the Ringers, says, "This is a very exciting project which will give Cornwall its first peal of twelve and will enable us to ring a greater variety of sequences. It will also be a major draw for other ringers, both within Cornwall and from further afield. We are very keen to see this project successfully completed. Truro Cathedral has one of the finest rings of bells in the world and we are confident that the additional bells will complement the present outstanding ring of ten."

Dean of Truro, Dr Christopher Hardwick, is delighted to accept the bell ringers' generous offer, "The ringers have already put in a great deal of hard work to make this project possible and there is still some technical planning work to be completed. It will require a great deal of hard work to raise the necessary funds to make this project possible. But if anybody can achieve this aim, then it is our dedicated group of bell ringers. The next three years are going to be very exciting and we’re looking forward to them completing their project successfully."

Church bells are precision musical instruments requiring customised metal framework and fittings. The extra bells will require an additional tier of framework to be fitted in the tower and will be installed by Taylors, Eayre and Smith Ltd, the company which cast the present ring of bells. The project team will now focus on detailed structural surveys and other enabling work, with installation of the new bells planned for late 2009.

Website of Taylors, Eayre & Smith Ltd      http://www.taylorbells.co.uk/
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