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06 Oct 2005

Exciting Plans for Cathedral Quarter go on view 

Six sets of architects have submitted ideas for the creation of a new Cathedral Quarter in the area immediately north of the Cathedral.

All the scaffolding is down, all the repairs are done, the stunning west front revealed in all its glory but Truro Cathedral is not sitting on its laurels. It is just about to embark on an exciting and ambitious project to develop the ‘Close’ area to the north of the cathedral.  Six pre-selected architectural teams have just submitted their initial ‘creative ideas’ and these are now on show in the Cathedral. These aren’t the final designs for the Cathedral Quarter Project but will form the basis for the final selection of the architectural team to take the project forward. 

The ‘Cathedral Quarter’ project, as it is known, will see the Cathedral take back into its control the old Cathedral School and its refurbishment to provide education and exhibition facilities and also a new space for the Cathedral library and archive. There will be improved access to the Cathedral from the north side and new Conference, Shop and Restaurant facilities. It is also planned to undertake a complete re-landscaping of the grass area of the Close, involving the removal of the iron railings to develop it as a community green space at the centre of the city, partly for reflection but also to provide opportunities for outdoor events. 

Richard Glover, Chief Executive at the Cathedral, is very excited by the initial creative designs, “We have deliberately asked the 6 teams to be as imaginative and creative as possible with their submission ideas and we weren’t disappointed with the results. Glass buildings, a new waterway, a tree house for meditation and the levelling of the present Chapter House and Shop were some of the ideas generated.  Of course these are only ideas; there is a lot of thought that needs to go into this to make it a reality. The Cathedral Quarter has clearly captured peoples imagination and we hope that the project will eventually result in a community green space at the heart of the city, generating a real buzz for visitors and locals alike”.

We invite people to view the ‘creative ideas’ and vote for the ideas they like best. The Exhibition is in the North Transept of the Cathedral and will be on show until 25th of this month when the final selection of the winning team will take place.
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