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05 October 2007

Truro Cathedral to re-deploy restaurant volunteers

Truro Cathedral Restaurant is to re-structure its staffing with the current volunteer roles disappearing. The personnel will be re-deployed within other areas of the Cathedral’s ministry.
The Dean of Truro, Dr Christopher Hardwick, said, “The Cathedral attracts a lot of people to its wonderful worship and our main aim is the spreading of the Gospel. This is aided by the tremendous hard work of staff and volunteers at the cathedral. Periodically we review the deployment of staff and volunteers and make changes that help us to better achieve our mission. We hope that all the current volunteers in the restaurant will be successfully re-deployed in other areas of the cathedral’s life. None of the volunteers are being asked to leave the Cathedral, we are sure that we will be able to use their talents in different ways.”
Part of this review involves a work placement scheme run in conjunction with Pencalenick Special Needs School. The Dean said, “We would like to work with the school to develop possible placements in other areas of the Cathedral’s activities, but until a forthcoming meeting takes place we won’t know what those opportunities might be.” 

A report on the restaurant’s finances highlighted its poor performance in recent years and that serious changes are needed in order to avoid closure.

Neil Parsons is Chief Executive and responsible for the Cathedral’s operational activities. Neil said, “I am keen to see the restaurant develop as a successful enterprise both in financial terms, but also as part of the Cathedral’s ministry of welcome to its 200,000 visitors a year. We need to be good stewards and manage our human and financial resources very carefully. Throughout the coming weeks we will be working in conjunction with the volunteers concerned and the relevant external agencies to ensure  that they have a suitable role within the cathedral community.”
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For further details Contact: 

Colin Reid, Communications Officer, Truro Cathedral, 01736 351443 (home)  or 01872 276782 (work)  colin@trurocathedral.org.uk
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