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28th May 2007

Elvis returns! It’s official.

Johnny Cowling, Elvis tribute artist, is back by popular demand at Truro Cathedral for another performance of Elvis Presley’s gospel music on Sunday 19th August at 6.30pm. 

It is 30 years since Elvis’s death in August 1977, and our ‘Elvis Lives’ service celebrates the gospel music and inspiration that is Elvis Presley.
Last year the ‘His Hand In Mine’ Elvis service attracted over 900 people for a mixture of gospel music, readings and prayers and formed part of the Cathedral’s ongoing exploration of different styles of worship. It is part of a programme that has seen both Jazz and Country & Western style worship take place in Truro Cathedral.  

Canon Perran Gay, the Cathedral’s Head of Worship, explains, “This Elvis service might sound odd, but the Cathedral is genuinely excited by the challenge of ‘engaging with’ people who wouldn’t normally set foot inside a church let alone a Cathedral. We believe that God gives us many ways in which to worship him. Our superb Choral Evensong with our wonderful choir is one way, but that doesn’t mean it’s the only way, and we should have the courage to explore different roads. Elvis began his career a Gospel singer, and his Christian faith was very important to him. He was certainly no saint, but he was a believer, and the lyrics and music of his Gospel songs bring that faith to life”.  

 

Johnny, who worships at St Merryn Parish Church, is a well known performer and entertainer on the pub and club circuit in Cornwall. His experience last year of performing in the Cathedral has left a deep impression, “I was blown away by the response last year. Firstly because I was deeply honoured to be asked by the Cathedral to take part in this worship, and secondly by the way the people enjoyed themselves; really getting into his songs; clapping and dancing; and asking if I was going to do it again!”

Johnny Cowling can trace his love for Elvis back to a very young age, “Elvis has always been an inspiration to me ever since I saw him on TV when I was 5 years old. I just wanted to be Elvis! As time went on I got more and more interested in his music and my first Elvis performance was at a Harvest Supper at St Merryn when I was eight!

Johnny has visited ‘Graceland’ the fabled home of Elvis and was runner-up in GMTV’s ‘Search for Elvis’ competition in 2001. 

Johnny explains “Elvis came from the deep South in America where religion and singing Gospel were deeply ingrained. He might be known as the King of Rock ‘n Roll but his great love was always Gospel music. It was his great inspiration; it’s what he returned to when things got tough. Indeed his three Grammy awards were all for this Gospel style of music. Religion played a massive part in his life. He was always soul searching. He was, and still is, a massive inspiration to millions around the globe.”
 

Canon Perran Gay sums it up, “It was tremendous fun last year and we got a tremendous amount of positive feedback from people who were there. It was a genuine spiritual experience, very uplifting and we’re expecting even more people this time around”. 

Because of demand this is a ticket event. To obtain your free tickets to this event please send a SAE to The Cathedral Office (Elvis Lives), 14 St Mary’s Street, TRURO, TR1 2AF
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