Dear Friends,

I have been given the great honour by my organization Navajeevan Bala Bhavan to come to Truro and pay our respects to Rev. Canon Peter Goodridge, and our condolences to his sisters’ Ruth and Jeanne, the rest of his family, and all of his friends and admirers.  The sorrow over his sudden passing is being felt by our children, our staff, our volunteers, and by our directors, Father Thomas Koshy and Mrs. Anu Desaka.  It is such a terribly tragedy to lose a man of such quality, integrity and generosity, and we are all deeply saddened by this great loss.

Navajeevan Bala Bhavan, meaning “New Life” was founded in 1993 by Father Thomas Koshy for the purpose of helping street children, orphans, and child workers in India by providing shelter, food, guidance, and most of all love.

Father Peter happened by chance to run across our project years ago on one of his many trips to India while visiting his sister Ruth.  He was, like most people, greatly moved by the plight of these children, but also their love of life, their positive energy, and their want and need to be loved and guided.  Unlike most though, on returning home, he did not forget!  By personal means, or sponsorship by friends and family he started to support several of the children.  Some of the boys that were only 10 to 12 years old when Father Peter first came, are now adults that have finished their college, university, professional, or vocational training, and have become great citizens that are now giving back in their own ways to other children of need…creating such a wonderful cycle.

Father Peter had the foresight to found the charitable organization “British Supporters of Navajeevan Bala Bhavan”, realizing that the problems these children face would go on past his lifetime.  He worked tirelessly and with such abandon, gaining support not just with friends, but with corporate sponsors, helping countless children who now owe their lives and their futures to Father Peter and his friends.  Solely through his work and the work of the “British Supporters of Navajeevan Bala Bhavan”, we were able to buy land and pay for the construction costs for a new children’s home and de-addiction centre outside of Vijayawada, India.  This will be the home for hundreds if not thousands of kids through the years, that they many be given all the hope that every child needs…and this was the Dream of Father Peter.  He was in India for the breaking-ground ceremony last year, and we were looking forward to welcoming him back this year for the grand-opening, until this unexpected heartbreak.

But it gives me great pleasure to announce today to his friends and to his family that the new children’s home and de-addiction centre will be dedicated in memoriam, and will carry the name of Rev. Canon Peter Goodridge…a friend and surrogate father to many.

May God bless you Father Peter, and thank you for all you have done.

