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11 July 2008

Massive crane starts restoration process  
St Mary’s Street, next to the Cathedral, was closed on Tuesday 8th July to accommodate a giant 26 tonne crane. The crane was used so that hundreds of digital images of the Cathedral’s 250ft central tower could be taken. This marks the start of a major long-term restoration project to repair and restore the central Victoria Tower.

The crane, which arrived at 1pm and worked on through into the evening, raised a digital camera some 150 ft in the air to take hundreds of detailed digital images of the four faces of the central tower. This Photogrammetric survey, as its known, will then use a computer to combine the images to produce an overall 3-D image of the stonework. This process works in much the same way as our eyesight, when it combines two slightly different images of the same object, to give us 3-D vision. These images of the stonework can then be used to help identify which stones can be repaired and which ones need replacing. The firm contracted to undertake the survey is the Downland Partnership Ltd of Devizes in Wiltshire. Tony Davies, their Production Director, said, “Photogrammetric Surveys are most commonly associated with the production of maps through aerial survey, although in recent years it has been increasingly used to help with civil engineering and building projects. We have worked on some very major heritage, architectural and archaeological projects such as Hampton Court, York Minster and the Natural History Museum. 
Truro Cathedral’s Architect, Margaret Davies of MRDA Architects said, “The central tower has suffered severe stone erosion to the Bath Stone from the salt-laden prevailing westerly winds. This survey is so detailed that we will be able to identify individual cracks to the stonework or in the jointing surrounding them. This will help us to identify, and quantify, the scale and scope of the work that will be required to repair the tower.”

The Dean of Truro, Dr Christopher Hardwick took a close-up look at things as he was raised in the crane’s cradle to view the damaged tower for himself. He said, “Even at the lower levels it was easy to spot substantial weathering and damage to the stonework. I can see how urgent this work has become. We are very grateful for the funding from English Heritage and the Wolfson Foundation to complete this initial survey. The likely scale of the full work required on the central Victoria Tower will mean this phase of the project will cost several million pounds to complete. “

He also said, “The Cathedral is entering a very exciting phase over the next few years with a number of key development projects designed to enhance the Cathedral’s role in the community. We will be working hard to realise these projects even though the economic climate has taken a turn for the worse; we believe that the Cathedral has a leading role to play as a dynamic force for good both in Truro and Cornwall.”

ENDS

Further Information:

The central Victoria Tower was completed in 1905 and is dedicated as a memorial to Queen Victoria who died in 1901. It is the tallest part of the Cathedral with the spire on top of the Cathedral reaching 250ft in the air.

For further details Contact: 

Colin Reid, Cathedral Communications Officer, 01872 245007, 276782, colin@trurocathedral.org.uk 

11th July 2008

PRESS RELEASE








