
Press release – embargoed until Monday 23 August

Parking at the cathedral

For some time now the management at Truro Cathedral have been aware of the unauthorised use of the private car park behind the building. Members of the general public, and some people with a connection to the cathedral, have used it as an alternative to ‘pay and display’ car parks in the city. 

There are many occasions when it has been difficult to conduct normal cathedral business due to the number of unauthorised vehicles in the car park. This situation can no longer be tolerated and the management have taken action to ensure access for all of those with a formal role in the life of the cathedral.
As of 1 September 2004 the car park will be maintained by SPW Security Services, who will wheel-clamp any vehicle not displaying a valid pass. They will charge a £50 release fee. The cathedral management will not receive any income from fines, nor will they pay any fee to SPW for providing the service. Arrangements for the release of vehicles will be between SPW and the vehicle owner. 

SPW Security Services are based in Penzance and currently manage car parks for local supermarkets, local councils and St Julia’s Hospice. They are used to dealing with sensitive situations in a professional manner. They have all the necessary legal accreditations and staff are fully trained.

New parking passes will be issued to staff and volunteers, replacing the system previously in place. “It is unfortunate that things have come to this”, said Richard Glover, Cathedral Chief Executive, “but the truth is that we don’t know what else to do. At any time during the week we could have more than 10 volunteers on site needing to park their car while they carry out their duties. With only 11 visitor spaces, our capacity is very tight indeed”. 

For their own benefit, and for the smooth running of the cathedral, it is hoped that people will respect the signs that will be clearly on display from the beginning of September.

EDITORS’ NOTE: Cathedral Chief Executive Richard Glover is available for comment from Monday 23 August onwards. Telephone 01872 245010 or email richard@trurocathedral.org.uk.  
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