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3rd  September 2007

Let the memory of Diana transform

Nearly 500 people packed Truro Cathedral on Friday night to remember the ‘People’s Princess’, Diana, Princess of Wales, in a specially designed service to mark the 10th anniversary of her death.

People from all over Cornwall came together to share in an emotionally charged and moving service to remember Diana ten years after her death. 

Throughout the day a steady stream of people came into the cathedral to light small prayer candles for her and to leave floral tributes on the steps of the cathedral, as they did ten years ago. There were also numerous written messages which showed that she was neither forgotten nor that the strength of feelings towards her had significantly diminished.

The Dean of Truro, Dr Christopher Hardwick, explained why the Cathedral had felt it important to mark the 10th anniversary with a special service, “Diana, Princess of Wales touched so many people in so many different ways, especially here in Cornwall. She meant a lot to people ten years ago and we think she still does today. By coming together at this service, by sharing and remembering her life, we are honouring her before God, in much the same way as we honour and remember friends and family who have died. She had that very unique effect on people.”

Perran Gay, Canon Precentor and Head of Worship at the Cathedral, who devised the service said, “We used some of the prayers, readings and hymns that were used in her funeral service at Westminster Abbey in 1997. Lady Mary Holborow, the Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall read a lesson as did Lieutenant Commander Simon Beck, Executive Officer and Second in Command of HMS Cornwall, a ship that Diana had commissioned in 1988. A poem ‘If I should Die’, by A.Price Hughes, that was originally read by Diana’s sister at the funeral was read by Imogen Holt from the Freshfields Service of which Diana was formerly the patron. 
One of the most moving parts of the service was the congregation’s lighting of hand held candles as a recording of Sir Elton John’s ‘Goodbye England’s Rose’ was played. In Perran Gay’s address to the assembled congregation he used the imagery of the candle as a symbol of Diana’s life, “We will always think of her through the image of a candle, a candle in the wind, a candle that burned brightly, but burned only for a short time, a life that gave itself to others, especially those who were needy and vulnerable.”

At the moment when the congregation’s candles where extinguished, symbolising her life cut short, the blaze of the candles from the altar remained alight a potent symbol that she lives on in God’s heart as she does in ours. A message of hope eternal. 

Perran then focused everyone’s attention on the key message that everyone should take away from this service, “And for ourselves the task is clear. As we remember the light that was and is Diana with affection and gratitude, we turn to the world that she loved, and in which her candle shone, a world that still needs to feel a touch of compassion for a victim of AIDS or of a landmine or of leprosy, or for those addicted to drugs within our society, or for all those other causes so dear to Diana’s heart. We are to be the candle for them.” 

For those present it was an extraordinary experience, which left many people buoyed up, and able to take away something very positive and life affirming from it. Not least the retiring collection of nearly a thousand pounds that will go towards the work of the Freshfield Service, one of the Cornish charities that Diana so enthusiastically supported.

For further details Contact: 

Colin Reid, Communications Officer, Truro Cathedral, 01872 24507, or 01872 276782, colin@trurocathedral.org.uk 

Canon Perran Gay, Canon Precentor and Head of Worship, 01872 276782

perran@trurocathedral.org.uk 
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