THE REVD CANON DR CHRISTOPHER HARDWICK

TO BE DEAN OF TRURO

Canon Chris Hardwick is forty seven; he  has been married to Linda, for 23 years. They have two children, David, 18 and Rebecca, 15. 

Chris Hardwick, who was educated at King Edward VI School, Lichfield,   spent fifteen years in banking before becoming a Reader in 1987. Trained at  Ripon College, Cuddesdon, he was ordained in Worcester in 1992, and subsequently obtained his BA at the Open University, and his MA in Pastoral Theology at Birmingham University in 1996 followed by  his PhD in 2000.

All of his parochial ministry has been spent in the largely rural diocese of Worcester. He served as an assistant Curate in the Worcester South-East Team from 1992 – 95, during which time he was also a part time Chaplain at St Richard’s Hospice and at RNIB New College, Worcester. He became Rector of Ripple, Earls Croome with Hill Croome and Strensham, in 1995; in 2000 he also became Rector  of Upton upon Severn and The Church of the Good Shepherd, Hook Common. He has been Rural Dean of Upton since 1997 and Chairman of the Worcester Diocesan House of Clergy since 2002. In 2003 he was appointed an Honorary Canon of Worcester Cathedral.

In the past ten years Canon Hardwick has served on most of the significant Boards and Committees of Worcester Diocese, including The Bishop’s Council,  the Diocesan Board of Finance, and Committees including  Stewardship, Resources, Parsonages, Pastoral, Glebe and Investments. He served on the Diocesan Strategic Planning Group and the Theological Principles Group and was elected Vice-President of The Worcester Diocesan Synod in 2002. At a national level, he has served on the Church Commissioners Pastoral Committee since 2002, and was elected to General Synod as a Proctor in Convocation in 2004.

Chris Hardwick has worked widely  both as a governor and chair of governors in a number of  schools in Worcester. Firmly committed to ecumenism, he has been a member of the Upton upon Severn Ecumenical Partnership since 1999, and was elected its Chairman this year. He is the Chair of trustees, and a trustee of various charitable organisations. He lists current affairs, IT and  choral music amongst his interests, and is a member of the Worcester Festival Chorus.

Music plays a significant part in the lives of the Hardwick family. Canon Hardwick’s wife, Linda is a peripatetic music teacher, specialising in woodwind instruments, and their son, David was awarded a Choral Scholarship at Truro Cathedral at the end of last year. “We are all naturally delighted to be coming to Truro,“ says Canon Hardwick   “it is an extraordinary coincidence to be following in our son David’s footsteps;  but we have assured him that we will not interfere with the kind of independence that a young man needs at this stage of his life.” Their daughter Rebecca, who is currently sitting her GCSE exams, will study for her A levels in Truro.

The Hardwicks will be moving to the Deanery in Truro  during the summer, and they are looking forward very much to being part of the life of the cathedral, the city and the diocese. His installation will take place in the Cathedral in September.
