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10 Jan 2006

Special Pre-Reformation Organs find temporary home at Cathedral.

This week two replica Sixteenth century organs will find a temporary home at Truro Cathedral and will be used for at least eleven Services, five Recitals and an Open Morning in an effort to promote the work of the Early English Organ Project.

Truro Cathedral is supporting the Early English Organ Project by hosting two of the re-built organs from January 10th to April 20th this year. Both organs, the Wetheringsett and the Wingfield have been painstakingly reconstructed from tiny fragments of the original organs. 

Jane Allsopp, the Project director explains, “During the Reformation many church organs were deliberately dismantled or destroyed because the type and form of service changed and so our knowledge and understanding of that period is sketchy to say the least. This project aims to fill that missing gap.” 

The organs were re-constructed from fragments found after the organs had long been dismantled. The sounding board, which is the panel into which the organ pipes sit, was the key to this reconstruction project. The Wetheringsett organ’s sounding board was masquerading as a dairy door in a 17th-century house in Suffolk, while a piece of decaying timber, found behind old pews in a Suffolk churchyard shed, led to the rebuilding of the Wingfield organ. 

Robert Sharpe, Musical Director at the Cathedral, is very excited at their arrival, 

“I’m thrilled that we will have the organs for three months and that we will be able to show them off in a variety of different musical contexts. What I’m looking forward to most is the Pre-Reformation Latin High Mass on Thursday 2nd February at 7pm. This will show how the organs were used in Tudor worship with lots of plainsong and candles creating a wonderful atmosphere.”

Other highlights will include an informal talk and demonstration on Sunday 29th January at 5.15pm; An Open Morning on Saturday 11th February (10.30-1pm) with your own chance to play the organs; A unique 5 organ recital (together with all the Cathedral Organs) on Friday 17th March at 1.10pm; An organ master class with Margaret Phillips, Professor of Organ at the Royal College of Music on Friday 31st March at 1.10pm, finishing with an Easter Bank holiday recital on Monday 17th April at 3pm. For more information visit the cathedral website www.trurocathedral.org.uk 
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For further details Contact: 

www.earlyorgans.org.uk

Robert Sharpe, Musical Director, 01872 245004

Or Colin Reid, Communications Officer, Truro Cathedral, 01872 276782

colin@trurocathedral.org.uk
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