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1 November 2005

Line dancing a new first for Cathedral  

On Sunday 30th October a rather different form of worship than usual took place at Truro Cathedral. 150 Cowboys and Cowgirls from around the county, spectacularly dressed in cowboy boots and Stetsons, held the first ever country and western worship to come to the cathedral.

The Cathedral has created a special Sunday evening slot, up until Easter 2006, to be able to offer a range of different styles of worship apart from its traditional choral style so that more people can use the cathedral and experience its wonderful atmosphere. Canon Perran Gay, in charge of worship at the cathedral explains, “What a fantastic occasion, people were very excited by this opportunity. The worship was very ‘spiritual’ more than I’d imagined, and everyone clearly enjoyed themselves, we would very much like to invite them back in the future.”

Canon Pat Robson, who organised the country and western event, declared herself very pleased with how things had gone, “It was a very colourful occasion, and although initially people were overawed by the quiet and beauty of the cathedral in the evening sunlight, they gradually relaxed and enjoyed themselves as the night went on. I was impressed with the quiet dignity of everyone and the actual line dancing was fantastic fun. It was very moving to be involved in worship with people who otherwise wouldn’t have set foot in the cathedral, this sacred space in the middle of Truro is now really starting to welcome one and all.”

Canon Perran outlined the background to this occasion, “One of the priorities set by the Chapter for the Cathedral’s mission over the next few years is a broadening of the range and style of worship that it is able to offer. Worship is one of the most exciting things that people can do - getting in touch with the experience of God. There are many different ways to worship - people's taste in worship is as sharp and particular as their taste in perfume, or whether they like sugar in their tea. At Truro Cathedral, we 're trying to provide for many different tastes - not only the usual formal Church taste, but also a huge variety of other tastes - even a country and western taste!”
 

Following hot on the heels of the Country and Western service will be a United Service on the 6th November at 6pm celebrating Cornish Rural Life it will be the culmination of a day examining Countryside issues, including a keynote address from the Chairman of the Countryside Agency, Stuart Burgess, in Truro Methodist Church at 3pm.

The next Sunday slot after that is on the 13th November when the Cathedral Choir will sing the Fauré Requiem Service at 6.30pm.
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