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17th January 2012
A New Year, A busy Year

Truro Cathedral is looking forward to an extremely exciting and busy year with the likely appointment of a new Dean, the start of Phase II of its Inspire Cornwall development project, the planning of a number of cathedral events celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and later in the year, the Cathedral’s own 125th anniversary celebrations. 
Talking to the staff at Truro Cathedral one gets the impression of a palpable sense of excitement and anticipation in the air. There is the feeling that the Cathedral is embarking on a period of growth and development that will bring it closer to the community it serves. A number of factors have contributed to that feeling not least the arrival of a new Chief Executive. Alan Wallace arrived in September and is very upbeat about prospects for the Cathedral, “In the short time I’ve been here, especially what I saw over the Christmas period, there is an extremely dedicated and hard working staff, who perform brilliantly under pressure, and undoubtedly deliver quality. There is great potential for this organization and part of my job is to help realize that.”
This has been one of the busiest Christmases that the Cathedral has ever known with 16 special services and nearly 10,000 people worshipping during December.
Canon Perran Gay who is Head of Worship said, “It’s at Christmas that you really see the value of the Cathedral both to individuals and groups. The special carol services we hold for local community groups such as Cornwall Carers, Motor Neurone Disease, St Petroc’s Society, Cornwall Young Farmers, together with our growing involvement in Late Night Shopping evenings, reflects the value people place on having a cathedral at the heart of the city and county.”
Truro Cathedral is also eagerly awaiting the appointment of a new Dean, which should also take place later this year. The appointment of a new Dean would bring the complement of clergy up to full strength. In the meantime the Cathedral is looking for a more suitable property for the next Dean; something smaller, a more modern property that will cost less to maintain. 
After the sale of the Old Deanery and the purchase of a new one, it is likely there will be a net balance of funds that the cathedral can then use in order to help boost a property fund for the maintenance of other cathedral properties as well as seeing the start of the restoration and development of the Old Cathedral School as a multi-use education, music, arts and creative centre for the community. This will breathe life back into a much loved, but at present, derelict, building, and will mean that education will once again flourish between its walls.
At the end of May and beginning of June the focus will be on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. The Cathedral will be right at the heart of things with a special service, dinner, concert and picnic. The Cathedral Choir are taking part in the ‘Queen’s Choirbook’, a project to celebrate our wonderful tradition of choral music, and will be performing ‘Church Music’ a specially commissioned anthem by Julian Philips live on BBC Radio 3 on Wednesday 9th May.
Colin Reid, the Cathedral’s Communications Officer, also enthused about the forthcoming Olympic Games in London later this year, “This will bring a fantastic opportunity for Cornwall to promote itself to tourists at home and abroad. The starting of the Olympic Torch relay at Land’s End and its journey through Cornwall will receive massive worldwide media attention and will showcase the best that Cornwall, including Truro, has to offer. Everyone in Cornwall should be excited by this opportunity, and certainly the Cathedral will be supporting Visit Cornwall and Cornwall Council in their efforts to make the most of this once in a lifetime opportunity.”
Towards the end of the year, in November, the Cathedral will celebrate its 125th anniversary. Although the building of a new cathedral for Cornwall began in 1880 it wasn’t until seven years later that the building could be first used for worship.

On November 1st 1887 the Cathedral held its first ever service where the newly completed parts of the building, the Quire and Transepts, were consecrated. A series of events are going to be held in November to mark the special occasion including a spectacular Nave dinner. Canon Perran Gay said, “I think you can see that the Cathedral is in good heart. Despite the terrible economic circumstances the world finds itself in, we are very optimistic about our future. Whilst we will look back over our 125 years and celebrate all that we have achieved, our focus is very much on the future, and what an exciting future year it promises to be.”
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