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16th January 2012
Innovative Cathedral Films to lead the way 

exploring rich Christian Heritage 
Truro Cathedral is mid way through a ground breaking Heritage Lottery Funded project to help visitors to the Cathedral explore and understand the rich heritage of the building.
The project is a collaboration between the Cathedral, University College Falmouth and Three S Films of Penzance.

Sarah Hughes, Cathedral Education Officer, explains, “What we really wanted to do was bring alive as many of the human and physical treasures in the Cathedral as we can, by linking objects, say for instance a replica chalice, with a short 1-2 minute film that expresses something of its history and use.”

It is hoped that by the summer, the system will be installed in a dedicated part of the cathedral for people to use. Visitors would simply pick up and interact with real and replica objects from all areas of the Cathedral and arrange them on the display, this will then trigger a short film related to the object. 
The project has resulted in the development of 33 films covering a diverse range of subject matter, including films describing the various roles and jobs of cathedral staff and volunteers, and showing and explaining different parts of an act of worship. Mitch Adams, Three S Films, Director said, “Truro Cathedral is an iconic part of Cornwall and we were honoured to be asked to produce this series of short films. It is impossible not to be overawed by the grandeur of this building, which coupled with the enthusiasm, love and commitment of the people involved, made our task a pleasure. “
The project is supported by University College Falmouth to help make these stories accessible to all ages through inclusive design using their staff expertise and their world class making facilities.
Andrew Harbert, Associate Dean, University College Falmouth, said, “This project is a wonderful opportunity to tell the fascinating stories held within the Cathedral in new and interesting ways.  From the history of the window for the Newlyn fishermen, the story behind the money given by the children of Cornwall to help build the Cathedral, to those who currently work there, it brings to life the people and history of one of Cornwall’s most important landmarks.”   

 This groundbreaking project is likely to be the first such one in a cathedral in this country.
Philip Lambert, Canon Missioner at Truro Cathedral said, “We are very excited about this way of involving our visitors and welcoming them into a world of mystery and imagination. Our hope is that they will leave Truro Cathedral having been refreshed and inspired for their life journey”. 
The films have been designed to be inclusive and include subtitles and a clear narration designed to appeal to people who are visually impaired. 
People can get a feel for the type of films that are being developed by going to the cathedral website (www.trurocathedral.org.uk) or 3 S Films website (www.threesfilms.com) or the Truro Cathedral Cornwall page on Facebook..
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NOTES TO EDITORS:
UCF is the only independent Higher Education institution in Cornwall with the right to award degrees in its own name.  The University College has two campuses – at Woodlane in Falmouth and Tremough in Penryn (which it owns and jointly manages with the University of Exeter). 
 
UCF’s merger with Dartington College of Arts in 2008 created a new institution focusing on the expansion of Falmouth’s expertise in Art, Design and Media and Dartington’s expertise in Dance, Music, Theatre, Art and Writing.  The Dartington-based courses have now relocated to an impressive, high-specification £19M Performance Centre at the Tremough Campus, which launches this October.  The European Union’s Regional Development Fund invested £12,266,667 in this development which will prepare performance students for success within the creative industries.  The South West Regional Development Agency’s Single Pot Fund contributed a further £3M, with the remainder being invested by the Higher Education Funding Council for England’s Strategic Development Fund.
 
The Performance Centre is the latest phase in UCF’s ambition to create a new specialist Arts University in Cornwall by 2013/2014 that will be unrivalled in the South West.
 
UCF is a founding partner in the Combined Universities in Cornwall (CUC), a unique initiative to promote regional economic regeneration through Higher Education, funded mainly by the European Union (Objective One and Convergence), the South West Regional Development Agency and the Higher Education Funding Council for England, with support from Cornwall Council. 
17th January 2012
PRESS RELEASE








